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As a small special interest inbound
tour provider, ATATA is challenged to
market its offerings to all age groups
and travel aficionados.  Astronomy
is  "booming"  w i th explos ive
discoveries about humanity's place
in the Universe and threats to planet
Earth. ATATA markets directly to
planetarium,  science centers and
university educational travel groups
with emphasis on the appreciation of
the fragility of our planet's ecosystem
as it relates to our modern exploration
of the cosmos.  We aim to give
visitors hands on experience in
observing the geology, natural history,
culture, and astronomy of a unique
region of the planet . The tours are
off ered thro ugh our  bran ch
QUASARCHILE™.

ATATA's Director is the chilean
astronomer and professor Luis E.
Campusano, PhD, who enjoys
communicating his passion for the
study of both the sky and universe.
Mr. Sebastian N. Campusano, who
has a wide experience in adventure
tourism in the Chilean and Bolivian
highland, is the Operations Manager
for the company. Robert J. Havlen,
PhD, senior astronomer and former
executive director of the Astronomical
Society of the Pacific, is consultant
for ATATA and manages outreach.

The OBSERVING THE ATACAMA -
 IT`S LANDS AND SKIES & IN-
DEPTH ATACAMA ADVENTURES:
LAND AND SKY programs highlight
the best tourist attractions in the
altiplano and desert regions, and
include a visit to the Very Large
Telescope (VLT), an introduction to
the Atacama Large Millimeter Array
(ALMA) as well as 2 nights of amateur

astronomical viewing near San Pedro
de Atacama, the ultimate mecca of
tourism and astronomy in the
Atacama.

Each program includes nights of
observation in some locations
specially chosen and guided by
specialized tour-guides. Guests
of QuasarChile (QC) will have various
amateur astronomy equipment at
their disposal including sky maps,
binoculars and a Meade 10-inch
RCX400 Advanced Ritchey-Chretien
Optical Sys tem with sensit ive
cameras for astrophotography.

The transparency of the sky during
most of the year will allows the
contemplation of  the magnificence
of the southern sky which offers
unique views of the Milky Way galaxy
and of  the Large and Small
Magellanic Clouds (the closest
external galaxies), and much more.

These programs are particularly well
suited for amateur astronomers, but
also designed for people who enjoy
contact with pristine nature. The tours,
designed by two astronomers, take
great care to provide opportunities
for observing, photographing, and
learning about the jewels of the
so uther n hemispher e sk ies .

The Grand North of Chile (Norte
Grande) is a world of minerals
characterized by one of the most arid
deserts on the planet: The Atacama
Desert. However, in the Andes
Mountains, life bursts forth from lakes
of many co lors, turquoise and
emeralds, condors, foxes, and
flamingos live in the tranquil shade
of impressive volcanoes.

I N T R O D U C T I O N



Day 1 Arrival at the Santiago Airport. You will be met at the airport, transportation, and
accommodations at Hotel Radisson Santiago (4 stars), downtown. In the afternoon, visit Cerro
Calan Observatory, Department of Astronomy of the University of Chile. Talk by a professional
astronomer on "Present and Future Large Astronomy projects in Chile ". Return to the hotel.
Accommodations.

Day 2 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation to the Santiago Airport. Flight to the city, Calama.
Transportation across the desert towards the Andes Mountains to the picturesque town of San
Pedro de Atacama. Accommodations at the Hotel Altiplanico (3 stars). In the afternoon,
transportation and visit to the Salt Mountains and the Moon Valley Nature Sanctuary. At the
Moon Valley Nature Sanctuary, you will see barren ridges and soaring cliffs formed by the folding
of the watery ground underneath a salt lake, which as it rose, created beautiful forms and spires
that appear to be sculptures. Dinner at a San Pedro restaurant. BLD

Day 3 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation, bathing, and lunch at the exclusive Puritama Hot
Springs. Afternoon free. Dinner at a San Pedro restaurant. First opportunity for Guided astronomical
observations. BLD

Day 4 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation and tour of the village, Toconao and Chaxa lagoon
in the immense Atacama Salt Flat. A 300,000 hectares salt deposit, the Atacama Salt Flat, is a
place inhabited by many species of flamingos in the National Reserve with the same name.
Continuing on, we will climb about 14.100 feet to the dazzling Miscanti and Miniques lagoons
that contain special fauna, such as the giant Tagua bird. Lunch in route. Return to the hotel.
Dinner in a San Pedro restaurant. Second opportunity for Guided astronomical observations.
BLD

Day 5 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation to the ***ALMA (Atacama Large Millimeter Array)
site. ALMA will be the most powerful radio observatory on earth and is currently under construction
in the Chilean altiplano, in Atacama, at an altitude of 16.400 FT. ALMA will be comprised of
some 64 12-meter sub-millimetre quality antennas, with baselines extending up to 10 km. Dinner
in a San Pedro restaurant. BLD

Day 6 Transportation at sunrise to the geothermal Tatio Geysers Camp, a place where violent
plumes of vapor from the boiling water wells surface. Breakfast and bathing on the edge of the
thermal pool. Transportation will be provided for the long trip across the arid countryside of the
Atacama desert towards the city, Antofagasta. Lunch in route. Accommodations at Hotel Radisson
Antofagasta (4 stars). Farewell dinner in Antofagasta at sunset. BLD

Day 7 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation to the site of the Very Large Telescope (VLT), four
telescopes 26.9 feet in diameter, on Paranal Mt. Lunch will be served in route to Paranal.
Returning to the airport from Paranal you will visit the natural monument, La Portada, a fantastic
arch carved by a millenium of ocean waves. Transportation to the Antofagasta airport for flight
to Santiago. Transportation and accommodations at Hotel Radisson Santiago (4 stars). BL

Day 8 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation and tour of the Tarapaca vineyards or another
similar. Transportation to the Santiago International Airport. End of services. BL

***Because of the current intense construction phase, public visits to the ALMA site near San
Pedro de Atacama ( http://www.almaobservatory.org/en/about-alma/visits ) prior to the second half
of 2011 cannot be guaranteed. ATATA will continuously monitor the situation and keep its clients
and visitors informed of any changes or exceptions to this policy.  We appreciate your understanding
on this matter.

O B SE RV I N G  T H E A T A C A M A
I T `S  L A N D S A N D  SK I E S
8-day Tour  w i t h  7  hot e l  ni gh t s, QC-01
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Day 1 Arrival at the Santiago Airport. You will be met at the airport, transportation, and accommodations
at Hotel Radisson Santiago (4 stars), downtown. In the afternoon, visit Cerro Calan Observatory,
Department of Astronomy of the University of Chile. Talk by a professional astronomer on "The
Development of Astronomy in Chile and its Large Projects". Return to the hotel. Accommodations.
BLD

Day 2 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation to the Santiago Airport. Flight to the city, Calama.
Transportation across the desert towards the Andes Mountains to the picturesque town of San
Pedro de Atacama. Accommodations at the Hotel Altiplanico (3 stars). In the afternoon, transportation
and visit to the Salt Mountains and the Moon Valley Nature Sanctuary. At the Moon Valley Nature
Sanctuary, you will see barren ridges and soaring cliffs formed by the folding of the watery ground
underneath a salt lake, which as it rose, created beautiful forms and spires that appear to be
sculptures. Dinner at a San Pedro restaurant. BLD

Day 3 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation, bathing, and lunch at the exclusive Puritama Hot
Springs. Afternoon free. Camping accommodations at the Cejar lagoon or similar. Dinner at the
campsite. First opportunity for Guided astronomical observations. BLD

Day 4 Breakfast at the campsite. Transportation and tour of the village, Toconao and Chaxa lagoon
in the immense Atacama Salt Flat. A 300,000 hectares salt deposit, the Atacama Salt Flat, is a
place inhabited by many species of flamingos in the National Reserve with the same name.
Continuing on, we will climb about 14.100 feet to the dazzling Miscanti and Miniques lagoons that
contain special fauna, such as the giant Tagua bird. Camping accommodations at the Tilomonte
Oasis. Dinner at the campsite. Second opportunity for Guided astronomical observations. BLD

Day 5 Breakfast at the campsite. Transportation to the Monturaqui crater, Meteorite site. Transportation
to the ***ALMA (Atacama Large Millimeter Array) site. ALMA will be the most powerful radio
observatory on earth and is currently under construction in the Chilean altiplano, in Atacama, at
an altitude of 16.400 FT. ALMA will be comprised of some 64 12-meter sub-millimetre quality
antennas, with baselines extending up to 10 km. Accommodations at the Hotel Altiplanico. Dinner
in a San Pedro restaurant. BLD

Day 6 Transportation at sunrise to the geothermal Tatio Geysers Camp, a place where violent
plumes of vapor from the boiling water wells surface. Breakfast and bathing on the edge of the
thermal pool. Transportation will be provided for the long trip across the arid countryside of the
Atacama desert towards the city, Antofagasta. Lunch in route. Accommodations at Hotel Radisson
Antofagasta (4 stars). Farewell dinner in Antofagasta at sunset. BLD

Day 7 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation to the site of the Very Large Telescope (VLT), four
telescopes 26.9 feet in diameter, on Paranal Mt.. Lunch will be served in route to Paranal. Returning
to the airport from Paranal you will visit the natural monument, La Portada, a fantastic arch carved
by a millenium of ocean waves. Transportation to the Antofagasta airport for flight to Santiago.
Transportation and accommodations at Hotel Radisson Santiago. BL

Day 8 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation and tour of the Tarapaca vineyards or another similar.
Transportation to the Santiago International Airport. End of services. BL

***Because of the current intense construction phase, public visits to the ALMA site near San
Pedro de Atacama ( http://www.almaobservatory.org/en/about-alma/visits ) prior to the second half
of 2011 cannot be guaranteed. ATATA will continuously monitor the situation and keep its clients
and visitors informed of any changes or exceptions to this policy.  We appreciate your understanding
on this matter.

EXCITING  ASTRONOMY  ADVENTURE  TRAVELI N -D E PT H  A T A C A M A  A DV E N T U R E S:
L A N D  A N D  S K Y
8-day Tour w it h  2  c am ping  n igh t s, QC-02



Day 1 Reception in Calama airport. Transportation across the desert towards the Andes
Mountains to the picturesque town of San Pedro de Atacama. Accommodations at the Hotel
Altiplanico. In the afternoon, transportation and visit to the Salt Mountains and the Moon Valley
Nature Sanctuary. At the Moon Valley Nature Sanctuary, you will see barren ridges and soaring
cliffs formed by the folding of the watery ground underneath a salt lake, which as it rose, created
beautiful forms and spires that appear to be sculptures. Dinner at a San Pedro restaurant. First
opportunity for Guided astronomical observations. LD
Day 2 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation and tour of the village, Toconao and Chaxa
lagoon in the immense Atacama Salt Flat. A 300,000 hectares salt deposit, the Atacama Salt Flat,
is a place inhabited by many species of flamingos in the National Reserve with the same name.
Continuing on, we will climb about 14.100 feet to the dazzling Miscanti and Miniques lagoons that
contain special fauna, such as the giant Tagua bird. Lunch in route. Return to the hotel. Dinner
in a San Pedro restaurant. Second opportunity for Guided astronomical observations. BLD
Day 3 Breakfast at the hotel. Transportation to the ***ALMA (Atacama Large Millimeter Array)
site. ALMA will be the most powerful radio observatory on earth and is currently under construction
in the Chilean altiplano, in Atacama, at an altitude of 16.400 FT. ALMA will be comprised of some
64 12-meter sub-millimetre quality antennas, with baselines extending up to 10 km. Transportation,
bathing, and lunch at the exclusive Puritama Hot Springs. Dinner at a San Pedro restaurant. BLD
Day 4 Transportation at sunrise to the geothermal Tatio Geysers Camp, a place where violent
plumes of vapor from the boiling water wells surface. Breakfast and bathing on the edge of the
thermal pool. Transportation and tour of the village, Caspana, a fertile cultivated valley that is
characterized by its rock architecture, Liparita, and roofs of straw and mud. Later, we will transport
you to view the beautiful San Francisco Church in the small town, Chiu Chiu, built in the year
1675. Lunch in route. Transportation to Calama airport. End of services. BL

EXCITING  ASTRONOMY  ADVENTURE  TRAVELH I G H L I G H T S  O F  S A N  PE D RO
A N D  T H E A T A C A M A  S K I E S
4-day Tour w it h  3  ho t e l  n igh t s, QC-03

Day 1 Reception in Calama airport. Transportation across the desert towards the Andes
Mountains to the picturesque town of San Pedro de Atacama. In the afternoon, transportation and
visit to the Salt Mountains and the Moon Valley Nature Sanctuary. At the Moon Valley Nature
Sanctuary, you will see barren ridges and soaring cliffs formed by the folding of the watery ground
underneath a salt lake, which as it rose, created beautiful forms and spires that appear to be
sculptures. Camping accommodations at the Cejar lagoon or similar. Dinner at the campsite. First
opportunity for Guided astronomical observations. LD
Day 2 Breakfast at the campsite. Transportation and tour of the village, Toconao and Chaxa
lagoon in the immense Atacama Salt Flat. A 300,000 hectares salt deposit, the Atacama Salt Flat,
is a place inhabited by many species of flamingos in the National Reserve with the same name.
Continuing on, we will climb about 14.100 feet to the dazzling Miscanti and Miniques lagoons that
contain special fauna, such as the giant Tagua bird. Lunch in route. Camping accommodations
at the Tilomonte Oasis. Dinner at the campsite. Second opportunity for Guided astronomical
observations. BLD
Day 3 Breakfast at the campsite. Transportation to the ALMA (Atacama Large Millimeter
Array) site. ***ALMA will be the most powerful radio observatory on earth and is currently under
construction in the Chilean altiplano, in Atacama, at an altitude of 16.400 FT. ALMA will be comprised
of some 64 12-meter sub-millimetre quality antennas, with baselines extending up to 10 km.
Transportation, bathing, and lunch at the exclusive Puritama Hot Springs. Accommodations at the
Hotel Altiplanico. Dinner at a San Pedro restaurant. BLD
Day 4 Transportation at sunrise to the geothermal Tatio Geysers Camp, a place where violent
plumes of vapor from the boiling water wells surface. Breakfast and bathing on the edge of the
thermal pool. Transportation and tour of the village, Caspana, a fertile cultivated valley that is
characterized by its rock architecture, Liparita, and roofs of straw and mud. Later, we will transport
you to view the beautiful San Francisco Church in the small town, Chiu Chiu, built in the year
1675. Lunch in route. Transportation to Calama airport. End of services. BL

S H O R T  AT A C A M A  SA FA R I  WI T H  S K Y  T O U R
4-day Tour  w i t h  2  c am ping  n ight s , QC-04
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QC-01 QC-02 QC-03 QC-04
Lodging (nights)
Hotel 7 5 3 1
Camping no 2 no 2

Astronomical Observat ions (nights)
Meade RCX400, astrophotography 2 2 2 2

Visits to the Professional Observatories
Very Large Telescope (VLT) yes yes no no
***Atacama Large Millimeter Array (ALMA) yes yes yes yes
Cerro Calan, Talk by an astronomer yes yes no no

Visi ts Includes
Antofagasta yes yes no no
San Pedro de Atacama yes yes yes yes
Toconao yes yes yes yes
Tatio geysers yes yes yes yes
Moon valley yes yes yes yes
Atacama salt f lat yes yes yes yes
Ti lomonte no yes no yes
Puritama hot spring yes yes yes yes
Chaxa lagoon yes yes yes yes
Miscanti lagoon yes yes yes yes
Santiago yes yes no no
Monturaqui Crater (meteorite site) no yes no no
Cejar lagoon no yes no yes
Vineyard yes yes no no

Suggested Period
April  to November (inclusive) yes yes yes yes

Reservations
At least 120 days 120 days 60 days 60 days

PR O G R A M S C O M PA R I S I O N  C H A R T

***Because of the current intense construction phase, public visits to the ALMA site near San
Pedro de Atacama ( http://www.almaobservatory.org/en/about-alma/visits ) prior to the second half
of 2011 cannot be guaranteed. ATATA will continuously monitor the situation and keep its clients
and visitors informed of any changes or exceptions to this policy.  We appreciate your understanding
on this matter.
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Cod. Dur. 1 PAX 2 PAX 3 PAX 4-5 PAX 6-8 PAX 9+ PAX SGL

QC-01 8d/7n 9152 5289 4002 3490 3017 2669 768
QC-02 8d/7n 9054 5191 3904 3393 2919 2572 670
QC-03 4d/3n 5533 3115 2308 1957 1646 1423 329
QC-04 4d/3n 5435 3017 2211 1860 1548 1326 231

L A N D  CO ST  2 0 1 0  -  2 0 1 1

PRICES in US$/pers.

LAND COST INCLUDES

• All lodgings, hotel, or all camping equipment
• Bilingual guides, assistants and drivers
• Private transport, all trips/transfers indicated
• All meals that are indicated in the "Full Itinerary" program as “B,” “L,” or “D”
(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner). Alcoholic beverages are not included.
• All the entrances to National Parks, museums and sites visited by the trip

LAND COST DOES NOT INCLUDE

International airfare, Chilean domestic flights, reciprocity entry fee into Chile,
transfers for independent arrival or departure, any meals not specified after
each itinerary day, and other expenses of a personal nature (alcoholic beverages, laundry, etc.)

QUASARCHILE ASTRONOMICAL EQUIPMENT

• 10” Meade RCX400 telescope
• Deep Sky Imager Pro
• Wide angle telescopes, sky maps and more
• Specialized tour-guides
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ATATA is a valuable resource for the development of travel programs that are customdesigned
for the highly discriminating clientele of premiere not-for-profit organizations including university
alumni associations, museums and cultural foundations.

QuasarChile provides practical experience to these most prestigious and well-known organizations
and operates travel programs covering all of the attractions of the Atacama
Desert region of Northern Chile. Simply stated, QuasarChile aims to provide an educational
experience in a special environment conducive to learning, recreation, and fellowship.

Through a series of lectures, excursions and 'meet the people' exchanges, participants become
intimately involved in the way of life of a local community and its surrounding environs.

• Lectures by astronomers, geologists and other important Chilean and foreign experts from
Chilean universities and scientific research institutions.

• Visits to professional observatories such as Tololo, Paranal, La Silla, and Las Campanas as well
as other l ocations such as Chajnantor  where the greatest radio astronomy
observatoy on Earth (***ALMA) is actually under construction.

• Visits to sites where NASA actually experiments with the vehicles that will next be on Mars. Visits
to an infinity of marvelous geological sites such as meteor craters, geysers and more.

• Learn all about the culture of the people of the Atacama. Visits to Pre-Incan and Incan ruins,
petroglyphs, geoglyphs, and mummies i n a perfect state of  preservation.

• Visits to world-reknown vineyards such as Montes, Santa Rita, Tarapaca, Concha y Toro, and
others in the surroundings of Santiago.

As with many outdoor activities the conditions for astronomical observing are highly dependent
on weather, and ATATA CANNOT GUARANTEE PERFECT conditions for all of its expeditions.
Nevertheless, the Atacama desert area surrounding San Pedro is world-renowned for its outstanding
clear, dry skies for major fractions of the year.

Optimal observing conditions in Chajnantor occur throughout the April – November (inclusive) time
period, although some small fluctuations (<3mm) are also seen during July-August corresponding
to the chilean winter. The conditions are even slightly better at the lower elevations ( ~ 7500 ft.)
closer to San Pedro where most of the QuasarChile observing sessions take place.

Statistically, the chances of having one or more observing sessions prevented by clouds are very
low during the April - May - June and Sept - October - November months and quite low during
July - August.

C U S T O M I Z ED  T O U R  PA C K A G E S

WE A T H E R  ST AT I S T I C S

***Because of the current intense construction phase, public visits to the ALMA site near San
Pedro de Atacama ( http://www.almaobservatory.org/en/about-alma/visits ) prior to the second half
of 2011 cannot be guaranteed. ATATA will continuously monitor the situation and keep its clients
and visitors informed of any changes or exceptions to this policy.  We appreciate your understanding
on this matter.


